
                                                                                                        
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

 

Cristian Andrei (Europa Liberă) to receive the 2022 Ion Rațiu Journalism Award 

 

Turda, 5 May 2022 The Rațiu Family Charitable Foundation, the Rațiu Democracy Centre and the 

Rațiu Forum are pleased to announce the 2022 Recipient of the Ion Rațiu Journalism Award: 

journalist Cristian Andrei, Senior Editor at Europa Liberă.  

 

In 2019 he started a series of investigative articles regarding the funding mechanisms of 

Romanian media outlets, fuelled by the budget of the largest parties in Romania. The series 

continued in 2020-2022 and it includes – among others – the following articles: Bani de la partid 

pentru televiziuni și presă. PSD a cheltuit în șase luni de 33 de ori mai mult decât USR PLUS 

(Money from the party for TV stations and media: PSD spent in six months 33 times more than 

USR PLUS); Cadoul de 90 de milioane de lei făcut de Cîțu partidelor. Modelul german de finanțare 

și modelul PNL - PSD (The 90 million Lei gift from Cîțu to the parties. The German funding model 

and the PNL-PSD one); Investitorii ascunși din presă. PSD ține informațiile la secret, deși plătește 

milioane pe lună (The hidden media investors. PSD withholds information, despite paying millions 

every month). 

 

According to the members of the Nomination Committee, the Awardee was tireless in gathering 

disaggregated information from the main Romanian parties, revealing a corrupt mechanism of 

spending public money and of shaping the public agenda. 

 

“We believe very strongly that investigative journalism must be supported and encouraged in 

Romania. The 2022 Awardee proves that journalists are essential for shedding a light on 

corruption and its hidden mechanisms that influence how public resources are being used and on 

how the public agenda is being influenced. Other seven extremely talented journalists have 

received the Award so far and we are pleased that most of them are actively involved in our 

recurrent journalism projects, including workshops and a mentorship programme for young 

journalists”, states Nicolae Rațiu, Chairman of the Ratiu Family Charitable Foundation. 

 

Cristian Andrei has joined the Europa Liberă team in April 2019, first as a freelancer. As of January 

2021, he is a Senior Editor. In the last 15 years, he has been working for printed media outlets, 

broadcasting (TV) and for online publications, covering politics as a field reporter. He will officially 

receive the Journalism Award during a ceremony included in the agenda of the 2022 Rațiu 

Dialogues for Democracy, an event organized by the Rațiu Forum and LSE IDEAS, scheduled this 

year for 4th and 5th June 2022, in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. 

https://romania.europalibera.org/
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/banii-partidelor-televiziuni-presa-psd-de-33-de-ori-mai-mult-decat-usr-plus/31393637.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/banii-partidelor-televiziuni-presa-psd-de-33-de-ori-mai-mult-decat-usr-plus/31393637.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/subventii-partide-pnl-psd/31458158.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/subventii-partide-pnl-psd/31458158.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/investitorii-din-presa-ciolacu-st%C4%83nescu-tin-informatiile-la-secret/31642342.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/investitorii-din-presa-ciolacu-st%C4%83nescu-tin-informatiile-la-secret/31642342.html
https://ratiuforum.com/ratiu-dialogues-on-democracy/
https://ratiuforum.com/ratiu-dialogues-on-democracy/


                                                                                                        
 

The Ion Rațiu Journalism Award was established in 2015, inspired by the example of Ion Rațiu 

who, upon his return to Romania after 50 years in exile, fought for freedom of the press.  

The Award promotes and encourages investigative journalism in Romania by rewarding the most 

important achievements of Romanian journalists. The nominations of investigative journalists are 

made by the Center for Independent Journalism, Active Watch, and by representatives of 

Romanian journalism faculties and departments. Former Awardees: Victor Ilie; Recorder; Diana 

Oncioiu, Dela0; Alex Nedea, Recorder; Paul Radu, RISE Project; Ovidiu Vanghele, Să Fie Lumină; 

Emilia Șercan, Pressone; Cătălin Tolontan, Libertatea. 

 

*** 

 

The Rațiu Family Charitable Foundation was established in London in 1979 by Ion and Elisabeth 

Rațiu to promote and support projects that further education and research in the culture and 

history of Romania, both in Romania and the UK. The Foundation offers up to 100 annual grants, 

principally for projects, postgraduate courses, conference participations, travel grants, short 

term courses, and academic research. It also offers seed funding for innovative projects, mainly 

in Romania, which foster arts and civilisation, heritage, civil society, democracy, and 

environmental protection.  

 

The Rațiu Democracy Centre was created in 2004 with the support from the Rațiu Family 

Charitable Foundation, to maintain and continue the legacy of Ion Rațiu, as well as his 

commitment to democratic values. In the last 18 years, the Rațiu Democracy Centre has 

developed projects with a local, regional and international impact.  

 

The Rațiu Forum is a joint initiative of the Rațiu Family Charitable Foundation, the Rațiu 

Democracy Centre and the London School of Economics IDEAS think tank. The Ratiu Forum is a 

part of the Central and South-East Europe Programme of LSE IDEAS, focused on strengthening 

co-operation in the region, through events, collaborations, publications and projects aiming to 

generate a richer understanding of the region’s history, geopolitics and current affairs. 

https://ratiu.org/journalism-award/
https://recorder.ro/
https://beta.dela0.ro/
https://recorder.ro/
https://www.riseproject.ro/
https://safielumina.ro/
https://pressone.ro/
https://libertatea.ro/
https://ratiu.org/
https://ratiucentre.com/
https://ratiuforum.com/

