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The Event Notable participants included:

The Ratiu Dialogues on Democracy is an event held

annually, organised by the Ratiu Forum in partnership *  Prof. Christopher Coker (1953-2023) - Former
with the LSE IDEAS Central and South-East Europe Professor of International Relations at the London

School of Economics; former Co-Director of LSE IDEAS
and the Ratiu Forum

*  Prof. Michael Cox - Founding Director of LSE IDEAS and
Emeritus Professor of International Relations, London
School of Economics

* Prof. Alexander Evans OBE - Associate Dean for

Programme (CSEEP).

The overall purpose of the programme is to
strengthen discussions and visions on democracy
within central-eastern Europe and the Balkan region.

Now in its sixth year, this annual gathering is Strategic Development at the LSE School of Public Policy;
designed by Professor Alexander Evans (LSE IDEAS) Professor in Practice in Public Policy; Director of the LSE
and it serves as a catalyst for meaningful dialogue on IDEAS Ratiu Forum

Prof. Dominic Lieven - Senior Research Fellow of
Trinity College, Cambridge University

democracy's evolution in our rapidly changing world.

The 2025 Dia|ogues *  Prof. Slobodan Markovich MBE - Full Professor of
Political and Cultural Anthropology and Political History
When? September 6-7, 2025 of SEE at the Faculty of Political Science, University of

Belgrade

*  Prof. Margaret MacMillan - Emeritus Professor of
International History, University of Oxford

* Gideon Rachman - Chief Foreign Affairs Columnist,
Financial Times

e Dame Judith Macgregor - Former British Ambassador
to Slovakia and Mexico, and High Commissioner to
South Africa

* Dame Janne Haaland Matlary - Norwegian National
Defence University College

* Dr Brian Klaas - Associate Professor of Global Politics
at University College London; columnist, The Washington
Post

* John Lloyd - Contributing Editor, Financial Times

* Dr Nathalie Tocci - Director, Italian Institute for
International Political Studies; foreign policy advisor

* Dr Michael Burleigh - Historian affiliated with Cardiff
University and University College London

* Dr Eric Weaver - Lecturer, University of Debrecen;
expert in Central European history and politics

Where? The Ratiu Democracy Centre, Turda, Romania
Organised by the Ratiu Forum in partnership with
LSE IDEAS Central and South-East Europe Programme

Event Background

Over the years, the event has explored critical themes
such as global democracy and democratic resilience,
corruption and the rule of law, media integrity,
European values, authoritarianism versus
liberalism, populism, contemporary geopolitical
crises, and lessons from ongoing conflicts.

Between 2019 and 2024, the event reunited in Turda and
Cluj-Napoca over 80 guest speakers - academics,
diplomats, journalists, and policy experts - across five
annual conferences to examine democracy's evolving
challenges in the 21st century.
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The 2025 Dialogues

In a consequential year, the frame for European and
Transatlantic order is changing. The terms for US
engagement in and with Europe have altered: on
security, on tariffs and on Russian policy. Russia’s war
in Ukraine continues, even as steps towards a
possible cease-fire are on the table.

The nationalist right is advancing in European
elections, while individual candidates in Romania and
France have been disqualified from running.
European countries are increasing their defense
budgets and there is a renewed debate about
European strategic autonomy.

China is eyeing an opportunity to build bridges and
influence in Europe. Volatility and uncertainty are the
prevailing winds across the continent and beyond.

What does this all mean for Europe and for the
international and Transatlantic order? What choices
should our leaders be making? How can history and
scholarship help inform strategic choices? Is there form
and direction to the realignment that appears to be
underway?

2025 Main Sessions

Beyond the Atlantic: Redefining Global Alliances

The Defence Imperative: Rethinking Budget Priorities in a
Shifting Global Order

Ukraine 2025: Security, Sovereignty, and the Road Ahead
The Future of NATO: Navigating Strategic Crossroads in
International Diplomacy

Cognitive Warfare: Shaping Narratives, Shaping Battles
Realpolitik Revisited: History and Modern Power Politics

Keynote Speakers

e Katrin Jakobsdéttir - Former Prime Minister of
Iceland

* Mircea Geoana - Former Deputy Secretary
General of NATO

Speakers

e  Sir Laurie Bristow - Former UK Ambassador to
Russia

* Horia-Razvan Botis - NATO Industrial Advisory
Group

¢ Oleksandr (Sasha) V. Danylyuk - Center for
Defense Reforms

e Dr Spasimir Domaradzki - University of
Warsaw

*  Prof. Alexander Evans - LSE IDEAS

* John Florescu - Television Producer, Chainsaw
Films

e Dr lulian Fota - Former National Security
Adviser to the President of Romania

*  Prof. Luciana Ghica - University of Bucharest

*  Prof. Timothy Hoyt - US Naval War College

*  Prof. Valur Ingimundarson - University of
Iceland

* John Lloyd - Financial Times

* Dr Wojciech Michnik - Jagiellonian University

* Brigadier General Mircea Mindrescu - Former
commander of NATO's Joint Analysis and
Lessons Learned Centre

* Dr Ben Noble - University College London

e Dan Perry - Former Europe, Middle East, Africa
Chief Editor, Associated Press London

e H.E. Giles Portman - British Ambassador to
Romania

e  Dr Samir Puri - Centre for Global Governance
and Security at Chatham House

* Michael Shear - New York Times

* Heli Tiirmaa-Klaar - Former Ambassador for
Cyber Diplomacy, Estonia



