
Bristow, Laurie 
Sir Laurie Bristow is President of Hughes Hall, one of the larger mainly postgraduate 
colleges of Cambridge University. He was previously a career diplomat, joining the United 
Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 1990. His first overseas posting was to 
Romania during the early years of the post-communist transition. It was during this time 
he came to know Ion and Elisabeth Ratiu. He was the UK’s Ambassador to Azerbaijan 
(2002-2007), and Russia (2016-2020). He was the UK’s last Ambassador to Afghanistan 

in 2021, during the Taliban’s seizure of power and the evacuation from Kabul airport. His account of those 
events was published in 2024 – Kabul: Final Call. Mr Bristow works mostly on Russia, international security, 
and geopolitics. He is a Distinguished Fellow of the Royal United Services Institution, Visiting Professor at 
LSE Ideas, and a Senior Associated Fellow of the European Leadership Network.

Botiș, Horia-Răzvan
Mr Botis is Vice-Chairman of the NATO Industrial Advisory Group and Executive Director 
of the Romanian Defence Industry Shareholders Organisation. He holds the position of 
Sherpa of the NAs Head in the General Assembly Board of the Aerospace, Security and 
Defence Industries Association of Europe. He is nominated to be the official Romanian 
representative on the Board of Directors of the NATO Defence Innovation Accelerator for 
Nord Atlantic Initiative and NATO Investment Fund Suppleant. Within the ROMARM S.A, 

Mr Botis developed and lead the Department for Business Development, Innovation, Transfer of Technology 
and International Affairs Centre of Excellence in Research, Development, and Innovation from 2020 to 
2024. Under his command, the Centre managed to transfer National Defence Industry new products in 
collaboration with the Romanian MoD Research Centres and Academia. He holds five ammunition invention 
patents and has published various studies related to economic evolution of the Romanian defence market.

Cileacu, Cristina
Ms Cileacu is a seasoned foreign affairs correspondent and senior producer at Digi24 
with over 20 years experience, specialising in international diplomacy and global politics. 
As the producer and host of Diplomatic Passport, she delivers in-depth interviews with 
world leaders and insightful analyses for Romanian audiences. Ms Cileacu has covered 
major international events, including US presidential inaugurations, Queen Elizabeth 
II’s funeral, and various conflicts, focusing on regions such as the Middle East, the US, 

Russia, and the Caucasus. Known for her calm and thorough reporting, often from dangerous zones like the 
Israel-Hamas conflicts, she combines professionalism with a passion for clarifying complex geopolitical 
issues. She holds a degree in Philosophy and is an alumna of the US State Department’s International Visitor 
Leadership Programme (IVLP).
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Danylyuk, Oleksandr V.
Mr Danylyuk has multiple years’ experience cooperating with the Ukrainian government 
in the defence, security and intelligence sectors. He was Chief Adviser to the Minister of 
Defence of Ukraine in 2014. He served as a Special Adviser to the Head of the Foreign 
Intelligence Service of Ukraine, Po to the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, and for years, was a member of the Parliamentary Working Group on Countering 
Hybrid Threats. Currently, Mr Danylyuk coordinates the Ukraine-NATO platform for the 
early detection and countering of hybrid threats. His main field of expertise is Russian 

multidimensional warfare, active measures, and subversive activities of Russian and Soviet special services. 
He is the author of many articles, reports, and several books including: Interagency and International 
Cooperation in the Early Detection and Counteraction of Hybrid Threats and Anticipation and Countering of 
Hybrid Threats, the latter in cooperation with the National Institute of Strategic Studies of Ukraine.

Domaradzki, Spasimir
Dr Domaradzki, PhD is Assistant Professor at the Department of European Union 
Institutions and Law at the Faculty of Political Science and International Studies of 
the University of Warsaw and Senior Analyst and Head of the Integration and Conflicts 
in Europe Team at the Institute of Central Europe in Lublin. He is a Wilbur Fellow at 
the Russell Kirk Centre, Mecosta, Michigan and the Catholic University of America, 
Washington D.C. (2008). In the past, Dr Domaradzki served multiple times as an OSCE 

election observer. Between 2013 and 2014, he was a member of the Laboratory of Ideas programme at the 
Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and from 2019 to 2020, a member of the editorial 
team of Res Publica Nowa. He has been a Visegrad Insight Fellow since 2019 and a member of Team Europe, 
Poland. His research interests include Central and Eastern Europe politics, European integration with 
particular emphasis on the EU enlargement and its impact on the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, 
as well as human rights.

Evans, Alexander 
Professor Alexander Evans OBE FRHistS is Associate Dean at the LSE School of 
Public Policy. He joined the British Diplomatic Service in 2003 and has served as an 
Adviser to the Prime Minister, as Strategy Director in the Cabinet Office, and Director 
Cyber in the Foreign Office. His overseas roles include serving as Deputy and Acting 
High Commissioner to India and (briefly) Pakistan, leading the United Nations Security 
Council expert group on Daesh, Al Qaida and the Taliban, and serving as a senior advisor 

to the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke in the US Department of State. Alexander is a former Henry 
Kissinger Chair at the Library of Congress, Senior Fellow at Yale, and Gwilym Gibbon Fellow at Nuffield 
College Oxford. He is a Senior Research Fellow at the British Centre for Army Leadership. He has written for 
Foreign Affairs, International Affairs, The Economist and in books, journals and newspapers.



Fota, Iulian
Dr Fota, PhD is Associate Professor at the Romanian National Intelligence Academy, 
Bucharest. Previously, he served as national security adviser to the President of Romania 
between 2009 and 2014 and State Secretary for Strategic Affairs, Romanian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, from 2022 to 2024.

Fatalski, Marcin
Dr Fatalski, PhD is Assistant Professor at the Institute of American Studies and Polish 
Diaspora at Jagiellonian University, Kraków. He graduated from the Faculty of History at 
Jagiellonian University and holds a doctorate in political science. His research focuses on 
the modern history of international relations, US foreign policy, and nation- and state-
building policies. He has conducted research at the Central Archives of Modern Records, 
the Polish Institute of International Relations, and the John F. Kennedy Institute Library in 
Berlin. In 2021–22, he was a JU/LSE IDEAS Visiting Fellow.

Florescu, John
Mr Florescu was born and raised in the United States with strong family ties in Romania. 
A career spanning over 25 years, Mr Florescu has served as Executive Producer on more 
than 180 television specials, documentaries and interviews, the latter of which included 
several foreign heads of state such as Mikhail Gorbachev, Margaret Thatcher, Nelson 
Mandela and Benjamin Netanyahu. His notable Romanian productions include “The 
King Who Tricked Hitler,” (2016) about King Michael of Romania and “Queen Marie: Heart 
of Romania” (2018). Mr Florescu’s productions have run on most US and UK networks 

as well as across the globe. His US experience cuts across active involvement in three US presidential 
campaigns.

Geoană, Mircea
Mr Geoană served as NATO’s Deputy Secretary General from 2019 to 2024. As the 
Alliance’s “innovation champion” and Chair of NATO’s Innovation Board, he contributed 
to the creation of the Defence Innovation Accelerator for the North Atlantic (DIANA) 
and the NATO Innovation Fund (NIF). He played a key role in strengthening transatlantic 
security, advancing NATO’s defence strategy and fostering global partnership. He is a 
preeminent public figure in Romania, with a distinguished domestic and international 
career, as Ambassador of Romania to the US, Minister of Foreign Affairs or President of 

the Romanian Senate. Mr Geoana is the Founder and President of Aspen Institute Romania since 2006.



Hoyt, Timothy D.
Dr Hoyt, PhD is a Professor in the Strategy and Policy Department at the US Naval War 
College, where he also serves as John Nicholas Brown Chair of Counter-Terrorism and 
as the Academic Director and Senior Mentor for the Advanced Strategist Programme. 
Dr Hoyt has a PhD in International Relations and Strategic Studies from Johns Hopkins 
University-SAIS. He has taught previously at Georgetown University and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. He works primarily in the policy realm, writing on topics 
including regional security in the Middle East and South Asia, nuclear proliferation and 

the strategies of emerging nuclear states, arms industries in the developing world, terrorism and irregular 
warfare, and US strategy in the Indo-Pacific. He is currently working on a multi-volume study of the Irish 
Republican Army from 1858 – 2005, a topic of fascination since the 1980s when he worked with a non-
sectarian NGO in Belfast.

Ingimundarson, Valur
Dr Ingimundarson, PhD is Professor of Contemporary History and Chair of the Board 
of the EDDA Research Centre at the University of Iceland. He is also a Senior Associate 
Fellow at RUSI and an Associate Fellow at the LSE IDEAS in London. Dr Ingimundarson 
has published widely on international history, geopolitics, and security studies; politics 
and international law; Arctic geopolitics and governance; populism and fascism; 
Iceland’s foreign, security, and Arctic policies and its relationship with the United 

States and NATO; US-German and US-European relations during and after the Cold War; post-conflict 
developments in the former Yugoslavia; and the politics of memory. 

Ghica, Luciana
Dr Ghica, PhD is Associate Professor of International Relations and European Studies 
at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Bucharest, where she acts as founding 
director of the Centre for International Cooperation and Development Studies. She 
studied at the University of Bucharest, Central European University, and Oxford 
University, where she specialised in the analysis of international cooperation processes. 
She is the author of several studies on democratisation, foreign policy, and international 
cooperation, editor of the Romanian encyclopaedia of the European Union and co-editor 

of the first Romanian handbook of security studies. She has worked extensively on the study of political 
science as a discipline, authoring several studies in the field and serving as board chair of IPSA RC33 (The 
Study of Political Science as a Discipline). She is a regular commentator on international affairs on national 
and international media and a recurring lecturer of the Romanian Diplomatic Institute and the European 
Institute in Romania (Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs) for professional training on global and European 
affairs.



Markovich, Slobodan
Dr Slobodan G. Markovich, MBE is a Full Professor of Political and Cultural 
Anthropology and Political History of SEE at the Faculty of Political Science, Belgrade, 
and the Institute of European Studies. His books, edited volumes, and studies deal with 
British-Balkan relations and cultural transfer Europe-Serbia. He has also published works 
on Sigmund Freud and psychoanalytic anthropology and takes an interest in the history 
of European pessimism. 

He has been the head of the Centre for British Studies/FPS since its inception in 2017, a Research Associate 
at LSEE of the London School of Economics (2012-2024) and at LSE IDEAS since 2019. In 2022-2025, he 
served as the head of the project “Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia from the 19th to the 21st Century”. In 
2023, he was a Krzysztof Michalski Fellow at the Institute for Humanistic Sciences (IWM) in Vienna. He has 
been a member of Academia Europaea (The Academy of Europe) since 2024.

Jakobsdóttir, Katrín
Ms Jakobsdóttir served as Prime Minister of Iceland from November 2017 to April 
2024. She served as Minister of Education, Science and Culture and Minister of Nordic 
Cooperation 2009-2013. She was Chairwoman of the Left-Green Movement from 2013 to 
2024 and Deputy Chairwoman 2003-2013. She was a Member of Althingi for the Reykjavík 
North Constituency from 2007 to 2024 and Chair of the Council of Women World Leaders 
from 2020 to 2024. She now serves as a senior emissary for the Arctic Circle Assembly 
and chairs the boards of the Pan-European Commission on Climate and the Reykjavík 

Art Festival. She is on the board of the University of Iceland and chairs the newly founded Centre for Equal 
Opportunities at the University of Iceland. Prime Minister Jakobsdóttir‘s coalition government continued 
Iceland’s groundbreaking approach to addressing systemic gender inequality and the economic exclusion 
of women, including implementation of the world’s first Equal Pay Certification policy. Among her many 
accomplishments, PM Jakobsdóttir took steps to end sexual and gender-based violence, extend shared 
parental leave for both parents and was at the forefront of climate change policy committed to making 
Iceland carbon-neutral before 2040.

Lloyd, John
Mr Lloyd is a journalist, a Contributing Editor to the Financial Times, former East 
European and Moscow correspondent. His books include The Miners’ Strike, 1984-85; 
Russia: Rebirth of a Nation; The Power and the Story (translated into Russian). He is a 
former editor of the New Statesman. 



Michnik, Wojciech
Dr Michnik, PhD is currently a lecturer of International Relations and Security Studies at 
Jagiellonian University; Transatlantic Project Coordinator of the Central and South-East 
Europe Programme at LSE IDEAS at JU; and contributing editor for New Eastern Europe. 
He is a former Eisenhower Defence Fellow (2019) at NATO Defence College in Rome and 
Fulbright visiting scholar at Columbia University’s Harriman Institute (2015-2016). In 
2014 he served as a foreign and security policy analyst at the Department of Americas, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland. 
Dr Michnik’s main research interests include Transatlantic Security, NATO-Russia relations and Great Power 
Competition in the Middle East.

Mîndrescu, Mircea
Brigadier General (ret.) Mîndrescu, MA, PhD is an experienced military officer whose 
professional expertise spans the most important domains of security, diplomacy and 
defence activities, namely operational units and formations, military educational 
institutions, Ministry of Defence’s main bodies, defence planning and politico-military 
diplomacy.

Monckton, Anthony
Mr Monckton is the CEO of VE INSIGHT, a risk advisory consultancy, and co-founder of 
the European Principal Group, focusing on European government affairs. He began his 
career as an army officer before moving into diplomacy, where he specialised in national 
security. His expertise is in geopolitics, counter-terrorism, and organised crime analysis, 
with a focus on complex, cross-border issues involving diverse legal systems, cultures, 
and regulatory frameworks. He has a particular interest in the Western Balkans. Mr 
Monckton is a qualified civil and commercial mediator.

Noble, Andrew
Mr Andrew Noble LVO is a British diplomat who has served twice in the British Embassy 
in Romania. As Press Attaché in the communist era Embassy (1983-1986), and as 
Ambassador (2018-2023), he has developed a profound respect and affection for this 
country. He has travelled widely in Romania and led an active Embassy through five 
years of significant change in Romania. He joined HM Diplomatic Service in 1982, after 
studying Modern and Medieval Languages at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. In 

a diplomatic career of over 40 years, he also served as British Ambassador to Algeria, Deputy Ambassador in 
Germany and Greece, and as Head of the Political Section in the British High Commission in Pretoria/Cape 
Town in Mandela’s South Africa. 
He has been closely involved throughout his career with British security policy. 
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Perry, Dan
Mr Perry is a veteran journalist and global media executive best known for his decades 
with the Associated Press where he served as Middle East Editor during the Arab 
Spring and its aftermath, overseeing coverage that won multiple awards including a 
Pulitzer Prize for an all-format investigation into Yemen. He also led AP operations in 
Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean, helping drive the agency’s digital transformation and 
overseeing its multilingual services. A former chairman of the Foreign Press Association 

in Jerusalem, he has been a prominent advocate for press freedom during conflict. In recent years, Mr Perry 
established himself as a leading voice in political and geopolitical commentary, publishing opinion columns 
in Newsweek, The Hill, The Forward, Mediaite, and The Jerusalem Post. His writing focuses on democracy, 
authoritarianism, the Middle East, Europe, US politics, and the global culture wars. He publishes the 
Substack newsletter Ask Questions Later and is a frequent guest on US, European, and Middle Eastern 
television and podcasts.

Noble, Ben
Dr Noble, PhD is an Associate Professor of Russian Politics at University College London, 
and an Associate Fellow of Chatham House. His research interests include Russian 
domestic politics, legislative politics, and authoritarianism, with awards from the British 
Academy, the Leverhulme Trust, and the Political Studies Association. Dr Noble is co-
author of the book Navalny: Putin’s Nemesis, Russia’s Future? which was shortlisted for 
the Pushkin House Prize and was named a book of the year by the Financial Times and 
Foreign Affairs.

Pralong, Sandra
Dr Pralong, PhD is a former state advisor and member of the Cabinet of the President of 
Romania, responsible for relations with Romanians abroad. With established credentials 
in public policies for diaspora engagement, values-based leadership and strategic 
communications, human rights advocacy, civil society development, and overseas 
development assistance (ODA), Dr Pralong is a former UN executive (UNDP, UNFPA), 
international foundation executive (Open Society Foundation), and international media 

executive (Director of Promotion for Newsweek in New York). In addition, she shared her expertise on several 
occasions as a Visiting Professor at the University of Bucharest and the University of Niamey (Niger, West 
Africa). She is the author of several books, academic research papers and essays, and is a public speaker, a 
trainer and a coach. She holds a PhD in political science from Institut d’Études Politiques in Paris, France.



Stuart, Gisela
Rt Hon Baroness Gisela Stuart of Edgbaston is the Chair of Wilton Park, an Executive 
Agency of the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO). She sits as a 
Crossbench Member of the House of Lords and serves as an Honorary Captain in the 
Royal Navy Reserves. As the First Civil Service Commissioner, she is responsible for 
regulating appointments to the senior civil service. Prior to her appointment to the 
Lords, she was a Labour Member of Parliament for 20 years, during which she served as 
a Health Minister in the Blair government and was a member of both the Parliamentary 

Defence Committee and the Intelligence and Security Committee.

Puri, Samir
Dr Puri, PhD is a writer, academic and former UK civil servant. He previously worked for 
the Foreign Office (2009-15) including a year monitoring a ceasefire mission in Ukraine. 
He was subsequently a lecturer in War Studies at King’s College London (2015-18), during 
which time he served as an adviser to the Commonwealth Secretariat and to the Ministry 
of Defence’s think-tank DCDC. He was a Senior Fellow at IISS-Asia based in Singapore 
(2020-22). Dr Puri has authored numerous articles and five books covering different 

facets of history, geopolitics and international security the most recent of which are: The Great Imperial 
Hangover: How Empires Have Shaped the World; Russia’s Road to War with Ukraine; and Westlessness: The 
Great Global Rebalancing.

Shear, Michael
Mr Shear is the senior UK correspondent based in London, writing about the big issues 
facing the UK: from economic troubles and depleted public services to rising populism 
and disinformation, immigration, crime and education. He joined The Times in 2010, 
and has written extensively about national politics and policy-making, covering all 
eight years of President Obama’s term. As a member of The Times’ White House team 
during President Trump’s first term, he helped document the president’s attacks on 
the immigration system and is the co-author of Border Wars: Inside Trump’s Assault on 

Immigration, published in 2019 by Simon & Schuster. During 2020, Mr Shear was a leading member of the 
team that won the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service for coverage of the pandemic. When President Biden 
took office, he helped cover the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the approach to Ukraine and Gaza, and 
concerns about age that forced Biden to withdraw his bid for re-election.



Tiirmaa-Klaar, Heli
Amb Tiirmaa-Klaar is chair of the Steering Group of the Ukraine Defence Contact Group 
IT Coalition, a multinational IT and cyber defence assistance format. She is also a Visiting 
Distinguished Fellow at GMF, and serves on the Board of Directors at the Global Cyber 
Alliance. Previously, she was the director of the Digital Society Institute at the European 
School of Management and Technology in Berlin. From 2018 to 2021, she served as 
ambassador for cyber diplomacy and director general of the Department of Cyber 

Diplomacy at the Estonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where she led Estonia’s efforts to promote norms 
and international law to guide the behaviour of states in their cyber activities. Amb Tiirmaa-Klaar worked 
as head of the Cyber Policy Coordination Unit at the European External Action Service, where she led and 
coordinated EU external relations on cyber issues and co-led the preparation of European Cybersecurity 
Strategies. She established EU strategic cyber dialogues with the US, India, Brazil, Japan, South Korea, and 
a number of international organisations. She launched the EU’s global cyber capacity-building programmes 
and led the development of the EU Cyber Diplomacy Toolbox to strengthen the EU’s response to malicious 
cyber activity.


