
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Teaching Difficult Histories Workshop 
Shapeshifting nation states: moving borders, moving peoples 

 
In-person workshop – Turda, Romania 
Friday 15th to Sunday 17th May 2026 

 

AGENDA 
 
Contests over borders and migration have been key issues through the 
centuries. After a period of relative calm in Europe and North America since 
1945, these issues have taken on a fresh urgency, following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and threats to other border states of what was the Soviet 
Union, with escalating uncertainties for the international order given the United 
States' expansionist ambitions now in its own near abroad. Meanwhile, 
migration has become an ever greater driver in contemporary politics, with 
culture wars and a radical nationalism to the fore. Changing economies have 
been fuelling population movements, along with refugees from around the 
world fleeing war, mass violence and, increasingly, the climate crisis. How can 
history, and history teaching, enable us to understand more clearly these 
trends and their implications? Insofar as the past is instrumentalized and 
mythologized to support political claims around sovereignty, borders, and 
ethnic and cultural identities, how far can the study of history better inform 
present political debates? 
 
  
MODERATOR 
John Lotherington (21st Century Trust) 
  

SPEAKERS 
 
Dr. Stefan Hofmann (Director, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Romania) 

Prof. Carol Căpiță (University of Bucharest) 
Dr. Raul Cârstocea (University of Maynooth/Observatory on History Teaching 
in Europe)  
Prof. Slobodan Markovich (University of Belgrade) 

Lidija Šuica (Director of the NGO Education for the 21st Century) 
Prof. Marko Šuica (University of Belgrade/Observatory on History Teaching in 
Europe) 
Dr. Eric Weaver (University of Debrecen) 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 15th May 2026 
 
11.00 - 18.00  Arrivals  
 
18.30 - 20.00  Welcome Drinks & Dinner  
 
  
 
Saturday 16th May 2026 
 
08:30-10:00  Breakfast 
 
10.30-11.00  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Nicolae Rațiu and John Lotherington 
 
11:00-12:30 The Christopher Coker Lecture 

The politics of what's missing 
Lecturer: Eric Weaver 
 

 
13.00-14.00  Lunch  
 
 
14:30–15:30 What do historical maps reveal and what do they hide? 

Speaker: Slobodan Markovich 
 
 
15.30-16.00  Coffee Break  
 
 
16.00-17.00 Why history becomes difficult - and keeps the present 

under pressure  

Speaker: Stefan Hofmann 

17.00-17.10  Comfort break 

17.10-18.00  The King’s War 
TV documentary about King Michael’s decision to turn against 
the Axis powers in 1944 

    

19:00-21:00  Dinner 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 17th May 2026 
 
08:00-10:00  Breakfast 
 
 
10.00-11.00 Romania and the paradigm of the borderland 

Speaker: Raul Cârstocea 
 

11.00-11.30  Coffee Break 
 
11:30-12:30 From Curriculum to Classroom 1: Teaching Sensitive 

Histories - the Case of Transylvania, shaping identities 
Speaker: Carol Căpiță 

 
 
13:00-14:00  Lunch  
 
14:00-16:15 From Curriculum to Classroom 2: Teaching Sensitive 

Histories of Migration and Borders 
Speakers: Marko Šuica and Lidija Šuica 
 

15.00-15.30  Coffee Break 
 
16.15-16.30  Conclusions 
 
 
19:00-21:00  Dinner 
 

 

Monday 18th May 2026 

 
08:00-10:00  Breakfast followed by departures 


